	Task A-1

Teaching and Learning Context

	Intern Name: Jennifer Marie Riggs
	Date: 11/4/10
	Cycle: 1

	#  Students enrolled: 8
	Grade level(s) in class: Kindergarten
	Ages in class (list all that apply): 5 & 6

	School and district factors  

Public school information should include Comprehensive School Improvement Plan (CSIP), School Report Card (CATS/CTBS results), and relevant data about achievement gap groups. Non-public schools should include similar data:

Attached is a copy of the Student Statistical Information for the school. I have a diverse class of 1 black, 1 bi-racial, 1 Asian and 5 white students. This is important to know the racial make-up of the school to know that 3 of my students are minorities. These students will experience different cultures and I will ensure that my class is aware of the differences in all cultures to promote a positive classroom community.

Also attached is a summary of the first grades Terra Nova scores. This will be a projectory of where my kindergarteners are going. The first grade was low in word analysis, math computation and reading. These are concepts that I will focus on in order to assist them for when they enter the first grade. This will help bring up the scores in these areas.



	Resources  

Describe the resources (equipment, technology and supplies) available to you:

Smartboard, Airliner, 3 computers, math manipulatives, magnetic letters, letter flash cards, letter building boards, chart paper, big books, classroom library, listening center, paint, letter sponges, markers, crayons, glue sticks, elmer's glue, contruction paper, writing paper


	Assistance  

Place a ( beside the phrase that describes the types of help available to you:

 FORMCHECKBOX 
instructional assistant(s)      

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 parent volunteers       

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 peer (student) tutors

 FORMCHECKBOX 
resource teachers                

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 classroom teacher

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 other (please specify: Parent volunteer only Monday and Tuesday afternoon)

  

	Student Differences

Indicate the number of students in each category below and briefly describe the needs of students in the categories noted:

ESL: 

     
# with IEPs: 

     
# with 504 modifications: 

1
Title I: 

     
Gifted: 

     
Other: 

     
Description of needs:

Student has diffculty with motor skills (writing, cutting, handling materials). Student is also extremely ahy and needs cues to be drawn into the classroom conversation. Buddy system in place to help student interact socially with other students. Group work used in as many lessons as possible to give student social interaction. 


	Student Diversity 

Please describe any language, cultural and/or achievement/developmental level differences that create instructional concerns in your class:

There are two black students, one Chinese student and 5 white students. One child is on autism spectrum and has issue with social interaction. One child is far below grade level. Two children have trouble holding their attention on the lesson being taught. 


	Patterns of Achievement

Indicate the number of students for each pattern of achievement:

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Below grade level

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 At grade level

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Above grade level

  

	Other classroom conditions

Describe other classroom conditions (if any) including student demographics that have implications for teaching and what might be observed in your classroom:

There are only eight students in this class. This allows for more whole group instruction due to the small numbers. Students are also given more freedom because of the small class size.


	Implications for instruction  

Describe two or three ways that you will use the factors identified above in your planning and instruction:

Student with 504 modifications will need to be prompted to speak out in class often. Also, group work will be incorporated into most lessons to promote social development for this child.

Because of the age fo the students, the lessons will have to be short fast-paced activities to hold attention spans. Certain students will have to be cued to rejoin the lesson because of their lack of attention.

One student is very below grade level and this student will need a lot of individual guidance and redirection. This student does not complete the work without prompting.




	Task A-2

Lesson Plan

	Intern Name: Jennifer Marie Riggs
Date: 11/9/10
Cycle:  1
# of Students: 8
# of IEP Students: 1
# of GSSP Students:      
# of LEP Students:      
Age/Grade Level: K
Subject: Math
Major Content:  Comparing sets of more and less 
Unit Title: Using Numbers 0 to 12
Lesson Title: More and Less


	Context 

· Identify the unit topic and the unit objective(s) addressed by this lesson:

This unit focuses on the numbers 10 to 12, ordering numbers, comparing sets of more or less and sorting objects by number. This lesson will address the concept of more and less. The students will be expected to determine if a set has more or less objects than another set. 
· Describe the students’ prior knowledge or the focus of the previous lesson:

The previous lesson was focused on sorting objects by a specific nummber. The students had to identify the number that goes with a specific set of numbers and create a set based on a specific number.
· Describe generally any critical student characteristics or attributes that will affect student learning:

Some of the students have short attention spans and will need constant redirection throughout the lesson. Other students are not self sufficient and/or below grade level and will need more assistance than others. 


	Lesson Objective(s) 
State what students will demonstrate as a result of this lesson. Objective(s) must be student-centered, observable and measurable.

Students will  compare sets of objects and numbers that represent more and less.


	Connections 
Connect your goals and lesson objective(s) to appropriate Kentucky Core Content and/or Program of Studies. Use no more than two or three connections, and if not obvious, explain how each objective is related to the Program of Studies and/or Core Content.

AE 2.8.1 One-to-one correspondence of number 1 to 20

AE 2.8.6 Greater than, less than, equal to compare objects



	Assessment Plan

Using the tabular format below, describe how each lesson objective will be assessed formatively to determine student progress and modify instruction if needed.  Describe any summative assessment to be used if it is a part of this lesson.  Include copies of any assessment instruments and scoring criteria or rubrics if applicable to the lesson.

Objective/Assessment Plan Organizer 

Objective Number

Type of Assessment

Description of Assessment

Depth of Knowledge Level

Adaptations and/or Accommodations

1
Formative
Student pages D37 and D38
2
Extra drawings or x-ing out of items


	Resources, media and technology 

List the specific materials and equipment needed for the lesson. Attach copies of printed materials to be used with the students.

If appropriate, list technology resources for the lesson including hardware, software and Internet URLs, and be sure to cite the sources used to develop this lesson. (If your committee thinks the technology observed in the lessons does not fairly represent your use of technology, provide additional documentation in your Component 1 exhibits. See Standard 6.)

Book "Pigs Love Potatoes" by Anika and Christopher Denise, at least 20 mini plastic pigs, one cookie sheet, cut pieces of string, smartboard for timing centers (http://www.online-stopwatch.com/), student computer with onlinestopwatch (http://www.online-stopwatch.com/), two containers, beans, yarn circles, large card with two sets of objects, card with large picture of objects, number cards, ten-frames, buttons, 8 More and Less booklets, shoelace number lines from pervious lesson, student math packets including pages D37 and D38 from math workbook


	Procedures 

Describe the strategies and activities you will use to involve students and accomplish your objectives including how you will trigger prior knowledge and how you will adapt strategies to meet individual student needs and the diversity in your classroom.

Introduction/Whole Group Instruction

We will talk about the pigs we used earlier in the day that we used for estimation. We will read the story, "Pigs Love Potatoes" by Anika Denise and Christopher Denise. During the reading, we will discuss when there are more pigs or potatoes. I will choose someone to place a specific number of pigs in our “pen” (our pen is a cookie sheet). The rest of the pigs will stay outside of the pen. We will discuss if there are more inside the pen or less inside the pen. We will use pieces of string to show the one-to-one correspondence to determine which has more and which has less. 

I will inform the students that our centers today will be about having more and less objects in a set. Then I will move into demonstrating two of the centers where the students will have less teacher involvement. 

Center 1

I will model this center before hand. I will show the students how to use the timer on the computer and how to transfer the beans. I will emphasize that it is not a race and no one wins. It is just a way to have more, less or equal beans. I will also tell the students that if they cannot tell by just looking at the beans in the circles that they can remove one from each circle at the same time until all the beans are gone and the circle with beans left over is the one that has more. 

One student will have a stop watch set to thirty seconds. Two other students will have to pick up a bean from one container, skip to the next container and drop it in the yarn circle on the floor. After the 45 seconds are up, the students will compare each other’s progress and determine which person got the most beans in their circle. They will have to tell each other how many beans are in their circle. Students will take turns timing and transferring beans.
Center 2

I will model this center for the students before beginning centers. I will show them the cards with the sets they are going to compare on them, the answer cards and the number cards. I will explain that the students are going to pick up a big card with the little items on it and decide which one has the most items. When they decide which set has the most items, they will place the card with the big item (whichever item had the most objects) next to the big card. They will continue this until they have determined which set has more for each card.

After completing this task, they will turn it around and find the set that has the least amount of objects. They will place the card next to the big card that shows the picture of the item with fewer items on the card. 

If the students complete this task, they will count each item on the card and place the number next to the big card to represent how many items are on the card in total.
Center 3

I will work with students in this center. I will give each student two ten frames, a more and less booklet and their shoe string number lines.  I will give instructions to place 7 buttons on one ten frame and 5 on the other. We will take off one button from each ten-frame at the same time. We will see which one has some left over and this will prove that this number has more and the other has less. The students will write in their booklets “7 is more and 5 is less.” They will say it out loud as they find the numbers on their number lines. We will repeat this several times until the timer runs out of time.
Closure

Students return to seats and teacher helper will pass out math packets. The students will complete pages D37 and D38 where they will have to count and circle which group has more and which group has less. They will have to write the number of items in each set under that set. 

If time allows, we will reread 'Pigs Love Potatoes' to reinforce the idea of more and less and give the students a chance to respond to the story now that they have had experiences with sets with more and less. 




	Task C

Lesson Analysis and Reflection


Date:  11/11/10
		Cycle:  1
	

	

	ANALYZE AND EVALUATE YOUR LESSON WITHIN TWO DAYS OF POST OBSERVATION CONFERENCE

	1.  Explain how you determined the levels of student performance on your objective(s).  Attach rubrics
     or criteria used in this determination.

If the students incorrectly answered or circled more than two, then they are placed in the below criteria category. If the students answered or circled one or two incorrectly then they were placed in the meeting criteria cagtegory. If the students did not answer or circle any incorrectly, then they were placed in the above criterie category. 


	2.  Sort the students’ performances into three categories and determine what number of students met
       the criteria in each category:

· Below criteria:  3 # of students
· Meeting criteria:  2 # of students
· Exceeding criteria:  3 # of students


	3.  For each category, describe the students’ strengths and learning needs, if any.

· Below criteria

These students have trouble following directions and listening. Two of the students that fell into this category are there because of this reason. They understand the concept, but they do not listen to directions or work too quickly because they want to just be finished, so they do not fully complete their work. These two students were able to complete the tasks in the centers when they wanted to complete them. They are not willing to work on their own because they simply do not want to work. They know the concept and could have taken the time to figure out which had more and less, but they would rather play and distract their classmates. This could have simply been because they were having an off day. They have had other days where they were able to complete the work in centers because they were motivated.

The other student in this category has trouble with counting. This student tends to double count objects or skip objects. I even had this student double check while we were doing this worksheet and he caught some of the mistakes. This student also has trouble forming the numbers, so some of them are not legible. He understands the concept of more or less because he circled correctly. The problem was with counting. This student understood the concept of more and less when he was in a small group with me. He needs to visually see the objects to decide if there are more or less. He needs to feel each object that was placed on the ten-frame to feel where he puts more objects.

· Meeting criteria

The students in this category understand the concept, but they did not follow the directions completely. One student circle both sets, which if he was thinking about what the directions were he would know this was impossible. Two sets cannot both have less than each other. The other student wrote the wrong number for one of his problems, which means his counting was off, but it was only one problem, so this does not mean that he does not have good counting skills. He just simply made a mistake. These students did not have any issues with the centers, which means they understood the concept. They were able to complete the expectations in the allotted time frame.
· Exceeding criteria

These students have great counting, and number writing skills. They completely understand the concept of more and less. They were able to complete all the centers without any trouble and they completed the worksheet without extra assistance. These students always take their time on their work and double check before turning their work into the finished work basket. They take a little longer to finish assignments, but they want to make sure it is correct and neat.


	4.  Reflect on the following:

· What does the analysis of your students’ performances tell you about the effectiveness of your

              instruction in meeting your students’ needs?

There was one student who did not understand more and less during the whole group instruction. Once we got to the small group work and the worksheet, he was able to tell me which one had more and which one had less. This shows me that my instruction was effective in teaching this student. All of the students were able to tell me which had more and which had less in the small group lesson, which proves they had an understanding of the concept. The students that fell in the below criteria category were there because they have not developed their listening skills and were unable to follow directions. One student thinks everything is a race, so he tries to finish quickly before everyone and his work reflects this. The students all mastered the concept, so my instruction was successful. 
· Describe any patterns or trends in your students’ performances.  How could these patterns or

       trends be used in planning and instruction?

My students excel in math. They grasp concepts very quickly and are ready to move on. I implemented math centers to keep them interested and give them many different ways of looking at the same ideas. I need to have a challenge center where the students are given a task that is above their level and see how they do with the challenge. This will give them a chance to stretch their skills and knowledge, as well as help them develop critical thinking skills.
·  What knowledge, skills, and/or resources could help you increase your instructional effectiveness?

Being able to teach the students on a higher level is what challenges me. I have been researching ways to reach these students and am going to try to implement some strategies into my classroom to ensure that these students are advancing.


	5.  For each category of students, how will you differentiate or adapt instruction to move them forward?

· Below criteria

Two of the students in this category need to slow down and fully complete their work. They also need to listen to directions and not work ahead because they do it incorrectly. These students need an incentive to do their best work. They need to see that they are messing up because they are going too quickly and they are not doing what is asked of them. These two students struggle with this is all areas, not just math. We have been working on slowing down and doing our best work. The one student understands the concept of more and less by sight. He can see which set is larger and he decides if it has more or less. His counting skills need to be improved. He needs to use a strategy that works for him to keep track of the ones he has already counted. One possibility that would cater to his visual learning style would be to cross off each object as he counts them. This would improve the accuracy of his counting.
· Meeting criteria

The students in this category understand the concept of more and less. They are ready to be moved onto the next concept. They will still need a review of this concept to make sure they do not forget. They will need to make sure they double check their work. They will be asked to draw two smiley faces on the tops of their papers from now on to ensure they have checked their work twice. This gives them a chance to catch any little errors that they overlooked. 
· Exceeding criteria

These students were able to complete the assignments in the centers and the worksheet. They understand the concept of more and less and are ready to move onto something else that is more complex. They can count with ease and did not even need the manipulatives to decide which had more and which had less. They came to Kindergarten with a great sense of numbers and how they fall in order of least to greatest. These students can be given greater quantities to count to build their knowledge of numbers. They can be given more difficult tasks, such as deciding how many more a set has or how many less a set has. This will introduce them to basic addition and subtraction. They can also be given simple addition and subtraction sentences and be asked to solve these.


	6.  Describe how you have reported or plan to communicate learning results to students and parents.

The papers are a formative assessment that leads into a summative assessment at the end of four or five lessons. There will be one or two questions geared toward the concept of more and less on the summative assessment. This will be graded and will be sent home with the packet of papers that were used in the prior lessons. This gives the parents a chance to see how their students are progressing in each area.



